Motherboards
Here is a picture of a motherboard.  All of the common components have been labeled.  You will find this board on the inside of your computer, and all other components of the computer will be plugged into their respective slots.
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These two images show the chipset components of the motherboard shown above.  These two chips are responsible for controlling just about every aspect of the motherboard's functions.  One of the main things they control is the Front Side Bus speed.  This effects the speed of every device in the computer.  Normal FSB speeds are either 100MHz or 133MHz.  They also determine if you have ATA100 hard drive speed, 4x AGP, and what kind of CPU and memory you can use.  They can also determine if you have USB or USB 2.0. 

Here is a definition of What a chipset is from the website, 
When purchasing a PC, the chipset is all too often overlooked, which is unfortunate because the performance of a computer depends on it. The chipset in a PC can make as much of a difference in performance as, say, the difference between using an Athlon XP 1600+ and an 1900+. And this is no joke: while the first DDR chipsets for the Athlon were faster than their SDRAM ancestors, they were always significantly outclassed by the generations that followed. In the end, pure processor power is not enough if the system itself puts on the breaks.
The actual function of a chipset is to communicate between all components of the modern PC, or, to put it in other words, the chipset is the infrastructure. The chipset contains numerous components, and moreover, it makes various interfaces available for connecting additional components (PCI, USB, AGP, IDE, etc). As a rule, the chipset consists of two units, the Northbridge and the Southbridge. The reason that it is made of two units instead of one is that it's difficult to integrate all components onto a single chip. The use of two chips also allows for different combinations of Southbridge and Northbridge chips. Today, most manufacturers have a small building-block type of system from which the motherboard makers can choose components to suit customer requirements. 

The Northbridge usually contains the CPU interface and the memory controller. With nForce and nForce2, the graphics unit is also on the Northbridge. This chip is clearly larger in size compared to the Southbridge, because hundreds of data paths are needed for the processor and the RAM. Because of this, all complex chips are packed in BGA (Ball Grid Arrays) casing, where all the soldered connections are located on the underside of the chip. 

For years, the PCI bus was used as the connection to the Southbridge. However, its bandwidth is no longer sufficient for today's requirements, so the chip makers all offer their own solutions (e.g., VIA's V-Link, SiS's MuLTIOL, Intel's i-Link and AMD/NVIDIA's HyperTransport). 

Currently, the Southbridge contains at least a PCI controller, floppy/ IDE/ hard disk controllers, serial and parallel ports, USB support and power management functions. Through the years, the chipsets have gained extended functionality through the Southbridge, which is the reason that nowadays these units often also include interfaces and codecs for sound or network controllers. This means that motherboard manufacturers only need to provide simple controllers, which are much cheaper to produce than complete PCI network cards or sound cards.
AMD XP CPU:  NForce2
Pentium 4:  i875p, or i865pe
CPU Socket - 
This is where the processor is inserted.  It will normally be covered by a large metal heat-sink and fan.  The speed of your CPU is usually measured in MHz (millions of hertz) or GHz (billions of hertz).  Hertz is another way of saying "operations per second".  So 1GHz is 1 billion operations per second.  This speed is a multiple of the CPU and the Front Side Bus (FSB) speed.  FSB is usually 66, 100, or 133 MHz.  A 950mhz CPU, for instance, has a multiple rating of 9.5 with a FSB speed of 100mhz (9.5 x 100MHz = 950Mhz).  
Today's latest CPU's will double or triple the Front Side Bus speed.  For example, a Barton core AMD CPU is a FSB of 400mhz (which is 200mhz x 2).  The newer Pentium 4 CPU's have an 800mhz FSB (200MHz x 4).
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This is usually where the video card is inserted.  The AGP slot offers a much higher bandwidth than the PCI slot, and video is usually very intensive.  The AGP slot operates at 66MHz.  The bandwidth of your AGP depends on the video card, and the maximum supported by the chipset.  The max bandwidth currently of the AGP slot is 2133MB/s  (2.13GB/s).
AGP 1.0 - AGP 1x = 266MB/s, and AGP 2x = 533MB/s
AGP 2.0 - AGP 4x = 1066MB/s
AGP 3.0 - AGP 8x = 2133MB/s
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The PCI slots are normally used for most other devices in a computer, such as the sound card, modem, network card, DSL modem, TV Card, or any other add in card, like a RAID card or USB card or FireWire card.  It's the generic slot for almost any device.  This slot operates at 33MHz and has a maximum bandwidth of 133MB/s.  
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Considered a Legacy (fancy word for OLD) slot, this is not used very often anymore.  Most motherboards no longer have these slots.  This had the same type of devices as a PCI slot.  The PCI slot was developed because the ISA was too old and slow.  The ISA slot operates at 16MHz and has a maximum bandwidth of 16MB/s.
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Many motherboards will come with special onboard features.  The board shown above, for instance, has an integrated RAID controller.  This chip controls an EXTRA set of IDE controllers.  RAID lets your computer view multiple hard drives as one large hard drive.  The benefit of that is, it writes data to multiple drives at once decreasing time it takes to write all the data, making it faster.  It can also be used to make backups of your data.  Other onboard features can include USB 2.0, FireWire, onboard video or sound, onboard networking or modems, or even audio amplifiers.  
 

